BOOK REVIEWS

Intangible Cultural

1d Tourism

SU, Junijie. 2023.

Intangible Cultural Heritage
and Tourism in China:

A Critical Approach.

Bristol and Jackson: Channel
View Publications.

in Ghina

{leal ABproa

I FLORENCE PADOVANI

is Associate Professor at Paris 1 - Sorbonne University,
Laboratoire PRODIG, Campus Condorcet, Batiment
Recherche Sud, 5 cours des Humanités, 93322 Aubervilliers,
France (florence.padovani@univ-paris1.fr).

his book by Junjie Su — currently Associate Professor at

Yunnan University — is based on the author’s PhD research

conducted between 2012 to 2017, as well as on additional
fieldwork carried out just after Covid-19 travel restrictions ended.
His manuscript studies the complex relationships between intangible
cultural heritage (ICH) and tourism in Yunnan, a province whose
natural landscapes and rich ethnic cultural heritage attract both
Chinese and foreign tourists. Lijiang has been chosen by the author
as his case study as it constitutes an interesting example of an early
touristic area in China, inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage
List in 1997, and followed by other places in Yunnan later on.

Tourism has indeed played an important role in Yunnan’s
economy since the 1980s, when Chinese people started to engage
in internal leisure travel. The integration of the ICH framework two
decades ago reinforced that trend, and strongly participated in the
promotion of local traditional cultures in Yunnan. Building on the
copious literature that has been flourishing in China and abroad
regarding tourism and its impact on both material and immaterial
heritage, the author engages more specifically with critical tourism
and critical heritage studies. This new school of research, which
emerged in the US in the early 2000s, aims at diversifying research
objects, sources, fields, methods, and practices in order to de-
Westernise, or even de-Europeanise, approaches to heritage.

Due to its early tourism development, Yunnan Province has
been extensively studied. But the originality of Su’s analysis lies
less in the object of his research than in the way he examines ICH
at the grassroots level. As such, he analyses the ways in which
world heritage designation has profoundly transformed the lives,
livelihoods, and cultural fabric of Lijiang and its inhabitants.

The analysis progresses through nine chapters. The first three
review the theoretical aspects of heritage discourse, mobilising
international and Chinese references alike. Chapters Four and
Five adopt anthropological methods to introduce specific cases in
Lijiang that the author analyses in depth at a grassroots level. These
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chapters focus on four local Naxi cultural heritage items: Dongba
culture (namely the traditional Naxi religious culture), traditional
music (specifically what is called ancient music), handicrafts (mainly
wood-carving and copperware), and culinary skills (with delicacies
such as #B4E baba — a type of bread — and E R jidou liangfen
— a type of bean jelly). In Chapters Six, Seven, and Eight, the author
gives voice to experts, officials, and people recognised as masters in
their practice. The last chapter, finally, engages a critical discussion
about sustainable development and tourism. Heritage protection on
the one hand and its commodification on the other hand are closely
related for better or worse. Tensions that erupt from these antagonist
forces are well described in this book. Members of the communities
themselves are divided between those who want to play the game
and those trying to resist. These antagonistic forces are obvious in
the four sets of items chosen by the author. Chapters Six to Eight are
each subdivided into three sections: the official, the expert, and the
practitioners’ perspectives, each discussing issues of authenticity,
commodification, and transmission. These chapters highlight the
deep differences between actors in their understanding of these
processes.

Several levels of interactions and understandings are explored
through the book: international, through the UNESCO definition of
ICH; national, through governmental plans; local, through experts
and officials in charge of implementing the policy; and at the
grassroots level, through community members. The author precisely
describes ICH management in China and shows that understandings
and uses of ICH slightly differ between UNESCO and the national
level in China. At the grassroots level, the approved heritage
discourse used by officials and experts is also at odds with the
one used by practitioners and communities. Gaps even open up
between practitioners themselves, especially when the question of
authenticity is raised.

Lijiang being the base of Naxi culture, the ICH items presented to
tourists are essentially adapted from Naxi local culture. The author,
however, chooses to focus on the analysis of four specific items that
prove very useful in providing the reader with different aspects of
heritage safeguarding and their impact. Dongba religious activities,
for example, have been deeply affected by touristic promotion: even
in Yushuizhai, usually presented as a successful example, “traditional
Dongba practices are re-authenticated” (p. 73), including through
the implementation of a Dongba degree evaluation programme
to authenticate official religious practitioners. As for traditional
music, it was mainly used for ritual ceremonies, but when tourism
developed, it was transformed and commodified into short shows
specifically addressed to visitors. Moreover, while Lijiang has
been famous since the Ming dynasty for its wood-carving, leather-
making, silver and copperware, these handicrafts were initially
made by and for local people, which is not the case anymore.
The same happens with Lijiang delicacies such as baba and jidou
liangfen : not only has their taste been adapted for tourists, but their
production is also increasingly undertaken by nonlocal people. Su
studies these cases in detail and discusses each heritage item in
terms of value, authenticity, commodification, integrity, continuity,
and transmission. He analyses the impact of these changes, showing
both their positive and negative consequences for the safeguarding
of these items as well as for communities themselves.
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This book makes an exciting contribution to the study of
intangible cultural heritage in China. However, the qualities of
Su’s book also have their own limits: while the book does provide
a stimulating and complete picture of ICH issues in Lijiang, it
does not adequately pinpoint the exceptionality of Lijiang’s case.
Indeed, many less famous touristic areas in China find it difficult to
promote their cultural heritage and to insure their transmission even
in the short term. In Lijiang, bearing the World Heritage label has
profoundly transformed people’s life, their livelihoods, and the local
cultural fabric, but that hasn’t been the case everywhere. To be fair,
the author does sketch out a short international comparison with
similar cases elsewhere in the world, in order to get away from the
exceptionality of Lijiang’s case. These comparisons, however, are
only made on an international level, and could have been discussed
further.
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ar from the centres of power, how is a revolution felt?

Kimberley Manning’s intriguing study of state power in China

posits that shortly before and after the 1949 revolution, it was
felt, and enacted, through family ties. The Party Family tells two
intertwining stories. The first shows how a network of elite women,
most of them wives or widows of prominent political leaders,
promoted what Manning calls maternalist policies, emphasising
motherhood, women’s domestic role, and reproductive health. The
second tracks how these policies were received and reworked in
rural families in Henan and Jiangsu, as the state called upon local
women cadres and ordinary women to produce, save, and sacrifice
for socialist construction. Connecting the two stories is Manning's
central argument that “the power of the state to extract and allocate
resources (...) depends in no small part on the leadership and labor
of women” (p. 2).
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Part One, “States of Activism,” provides an account of
Chinese maternalist activism before and immediately after 1949.
Maternalism, a term drawn from the study of late nineteenth and
early twentieth century Euro-American movements, does not
provide a clear narrative throughline, particularly since it was not
generally in local use. But Manning argues that maternalist policies
became part of a repertoire that activists of different political
persuasions could access and rework.

Chapter One locates the sources of early twentieth-century
Chinese maternalist activism in Christian missionising, Japanese
discourse on virtuous mothering, and the establishment of girls’
schools. Maternalist activism attracted women who were or would
later become prominent political figures, including Song Qingling
KE#, Deng Yingchao Ef8iE, Cai Chang £%45, and Li Dequan
FRE.

Chapter Two describes a loose network of nationalist, communist,
and unaffiliated women activists, which Manning dubs the
Chonggqing Coalition, who cooperated on wartime projects for
women’s and children’s welfare. This chapter also develops the
concept of Party families, examining how political couples worked
in overlapping domains to promote maternalist social policies.

Chapter Three finds that one important axis of rural Chinese
Communist Party mobilisation centred on the woman householder
and her capacity to support the war effort through domestic
and farming labour. Yet the characterisation of rural women as
backward, and the devaluation of women-work as uninteresting or
trivial — among women activists as well as male leaders — continued
to limit the scope of women'’s mobilisation.

Chapter Four traces the efforts of Deng Yingchao to expand rural
women'’s landownership rights and enlarge their revolutionary role.
Rural women became politically active with the encouragement of
visiting teams of women’s activists and male Party members in their
own families. Manning offers a sobering account of the difficulties
in becoming a woman leader in the face of frequent family
opposition and ongoing domestic responsibilities.

Part Two, “State Capacity and Contention,” focuses on the
initiatives of the post-1949 state enacted partly through Party
families. Chapter Five describes how the early People’s Republic
of China state attempted to improve social welfare and women'’s
reproductive health while extracting resources from the rural areas
to fund development. The labour of grassroots women organisers
was crucial to that effort.

Chapter Six explores the implementation of the contentious
Marriage Law. Women leaders associated with the Chongging
Coalition successfully pushed for one-party divorce by petition.
But in addition to the well-known opposition to divorce by peasant
men, male cadres, and mothers-in-law, Manning finds another
surprising source of local resistance: grassroots women cadres who
were intent on maintaining family stability while drawing women
into collective production. This orientation of local women leaders
conformed nicely with emergent national leadership priorities for
family stability and economic development.

Chapter Seven analyses the Double Diligences campaign
(ginjian jianguo, ginjian chijia #2EE, EEHF%) promoted
by Cai Chang and her husband from 1956, in which women
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